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Dear Pittsgrove Twp. School District Staff, Parents and Guardians:  
 
Please be advised that due to the increasing number of COVID-19 positive cases in our school district 
and its impact on the operational capacity and safety of our schools, we have decided that we will be 
moving to an All-Virtual schedule beginning this Monday, December 21, 2020, with a return date of 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021.  
 
In a previous message I sent out on December 12, 2020, I described how we were committed to 
maintaining in- person instruction until such time as we could no longer deliver our program in a safe, 
manageable, and effective manner. I described that as the “tipping point”. This past week, we have seen 
a dramatic increase in positive cases in Salem County and resultantly among staff and students in our 
district. We have had individuals reported to have tested positive on 9 of the past 13 school days since 
November 30, 2020. This represents a total of 16 positive tests during that time period. As has been 
reported, in most of these cases there was a low number of individuals who needed to quarantine which 
allowed us to still operate in an effective fashion.  
 
However, the sheer accumulative and consistent growth in cases has not only put a significant strain on 
our staffing capabilities, but also has raised the increased chance of an outbreak occurring in our schools. 
Therefore, we feel based on this information we can no longer continue to deliver our program in a safe 
and manageable manner and have an obligation to move to a district-wide All-Virtual schedule. This 
timeframe will allow for planning to transition to the All-Virtual schedule while providing enough days after 
the holidays to allow for the anticipated post-holiday surge to abate prior to our return.  Finally, the 
educational impact will be relatively minimal as compared to the benefits gained in regards to operational 
and safety concerns.  
 
In closing, I want to thank everyone, our families, our staff, and our students, for all your hard work and 
commitment to abiding by the COVID-19 guidelines which allowed us to maximize and optimize the 
number of in-person instruction days we were able to offer up to this point in time. Your understanding 
and cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
 
As my interim term here will be ending next week, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
safe and blessed holiday season. It has been my pleasure working with the Pittsgrove Township Schools 
community and I hope I have served you well.  I wish good fortune to all of you under the new leadership 
of your new Superintendent Mr. Matt Carey.  
 
Best regards, 

 
Thomas A. Coleman, Jr. 
Interim Superintendent of School 


